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It’s not just about 

the boxes… but some-

times you think it is! 

http://www.bigginhillromaniagroup.com/


 

 

When the lorry arrived in Comanesti at The Robert Cole Centre, the 

staff were ready to unload. The rest of the lorry load had already 

been unloaded and it was a very  long lorry so it was quite a trek to 

even reach the boxes! Quite a few steps walked that day, but the 

driver was amazing! So helpful and kind. 



The best  of the trip-Walking back to Casa Lumina with the young people after the Christ-

mas party and singing as we went. 

The worst -Returning to England and realising that the charity's funds just don't stretch far 

enough to meet all the need. Jacquie 

Team one seem to be a glutton for punishment—or a challenge—whichever way you want 

to look at it! They organise a party for the Centre, with games, activities and yummy food. 

They also put together bags of goodies for each child to take home. Everyone has a good 

time and the team fall exhausted onto their beds at the end of the day. No change there 

then! Great stuff! 



 

Team Two: I have to say that I agree 100% with Chris when she said about 

the no smoking in restaurants being a highlight of our trip!!! I was so hap-

py about that. Apart from that my highlight has to be going to visit Elena 

and seeing the difference BHRG has made to her life and well being. When 

we saw her last year, she was a very sad and poorly 12 year old girl, lying 

in bed all day unable to move and this year, thanks to BHRG's provision of 

a corset and wheelchair  she was happy and smiling, able to sit up, stand, 

transfer to the wheelchair and attend school 3 days a week! Or maybe my 

highlight should be that after 6 years, I got to hold the clipboard!!! (Note 

from the Editor—this is a real hon-

our! It represents responsibility and 

control over shoebox distribution in the school! Well done Yvonne! )  I can't real-

ly think of a worst, but it was upsetting, as usual, that when making up boxes, we 

yet again, didn't have enough nice fillers for the boys but tons left for girls and 

some of the boys boxes were a bit sparse - but as always we got there in the end 

and made many children happy! Yvonne 

Best - going into the 

schools and hearing 

excited chatter from 

the children inside 

and then one child 

when he opened his 

box, clinging to his 

soft cuddly toy. 

Worst- going to the 

shipping container to 

deliver a family box 

and seeing the awful poverty the family are living in.  Hannah 

Our Honorary Patron Adam 

Sambrook, (far left in the 

photo) came to the Centre 

and played Father Christmas 

by giving out all the pre-

sents to our pupils and oth-

er attendees. Disappointing 

that he did not manage to 

put on the red outfit and 

white beard! Maybe next 

time Adam? 



Volunteers are often surprised at the comfort of the accommoda-

tion we provide at The Centre. Comfortable, warm with plenty of 

space. We even rent space to other charity groups who come to 

work in the area. More Best of the trip? When a teenager opened 

his box to find a large bag of sweets and pro-

ceeded to share them round the whole class

– when another teenager was thrilled with the calculator he received—as 

was the School Director! And everyone cheered because his maths 

would be improving! Not forgetting the lad in the same class who was 

given a knitted toy rabbit by mistake but he insisted on keeping it as he 

loved it! And the boy who just took out his two tennis balls from the box 

and hugged them. And more, so many more stories—too many to men-

tion. The Editor 



Team Three: they always take the chance that the weather 

will turn really cold and snowy and travel will be very risky! 

They watched a great presentation by the youngsters at the 

Centre and there were loads of smiley faces all round! Still 

loads of boxes to sort though! Will it ever end? 

Not sure who had more 

fun with those bubbles! 

The children or the volun-

teer! 



The only way to get to the home was by 

horse drawn sledge—sounds romantic! 

But in reality it was very cold! 



Contacts: - Sandra Dolan: sandra.dolan9@gmail.com        Adrian Woodroffe: comanesticontact@bigginhillromaniagroup.com 

Caroline Budimir: cem.budimir@googlemail.com 

Message from the Chair: Uk2Rom usually drive over twice a year and we are blessed 
that they can take over so many things for the Centre. A big thank you to them!           
These past few months have seen several changes to our team both in England and Co-
manesti and in many ways it is a very sad time to say goodbye to old friends. However, 
for many of us our lives are constantly changing and we move on. Many of you will know Delia who has been the 
manager of the Robert Cole Centre in Comanesti for eleven years and has responded to the many challenges of our 

changing resources and responsibilities. She has always been so welcoming to us visitors and very 
empathetic with our young people at the Centre. We wish her well and send her on her way with 
our love and prayers.        In the UK, Lyn Jenkins has worked so hard for many years now, with fund-
raising, shoe box deliveries, Summer activity club and project managing builds, 
most recently the Rose Centre. She has been tenacious in her planning and execu-
tion of the builds. Lyn is now resigning from her membership of the Robert Cole 
Centre Management and as leader of the Poole Centred support group. We would 
like to express our sincere thanks and love to Lyn as she developes her career in 
photography. It is impossible to explain how much these two have contributed to 
our work. Thank you both so much.          On Saturday November 12th afternoon we 
loaded a Mission Relief truck with what was meant to be 18m3 of mostly shoeboxes 

and anything else we could squeeze on. We were very shorthanded but- it didn’t rain. Hooray! 
When the driver opened the truck there was a stack of bottled water already loaded, quite high but not to the top 
and near the front. The driver, who did not speak any English, intimated that we could have extra space if we put our 
stuff on the other side of the water and on the top of it. So we did. Elaine spent the whole time doubled over on top 

of the water passing all our boxes down to Paul Balaam, who stacked them in the 
space between the water and the front of the lorry, standing on top of the boxes 
as he did so. Amazing! They walked on water for hours! I was getting worried 
that we were using more space than we had paid for but the driver kept telling us 
to keep going. Aleks Budimir was inside the container passing everything out to 
our small chain of about five ladies between the container and the truck. In the 
end we emptied the whole container, plus various cars that arrived full of boxes 
not to mention Toni who had previously driven her van all the way from Gilling-
ham and Poole. Unbelievable. I don’t know how many cubic metres we had used 
in the end but it was wonderful to have emptied the container . What a result!  

Hooray again! Then in the evening we had the Rock Choir performance in St Mark’s Church in Biggin Hill. It was a 
really lovely evening, beautiful singing, a great selection of songs, the choirmaster was superb. The Mayor and 
Mayoress joined us and they were lovely too, plus the vicar and her husband. All in all it was a very successful event 
crowned by generous donations. So the final profit made that evening was almost 
£1100. Again, absolutely amazing! Thank God for all his goodness to us. Thanks espe-
cially to Chris for organising the event plus the family members who helped on the 
evening. Well done indeed to everyone involved and to all who contributed to those 
great outcomes in any way. We had also had a very tough day of packing on the previ-
ous Sunday, so thanks to all who helped out on that day of hard graft. Despite all our 
transport and storage difficulties, currently we calculate £1727 was 
donated with the shoeboxes, plus an extra £230 from gift aid pledges, 
so that is very good indeed. A special thanks to Caroline for all the 
schools and churches she visited and talked to and collected from. 
Also to Jayne for the incredible work that she has done down here in 
Poole, highly commendable. You are all a great team of people to 
know and to work with, I feel very blessed to have such wonderful 
friends. Best wishes and many, many thanks. Sandra  

http://www.facebook.com/BigginHillRomaniaGroup 

Editor: Caroline Budimir 

News from UK2ROM: arriving in Comanesti, we revisited our friends in Casa Lumina with gifts of clothing, bedding 
and medication. And the Corban family with goody bags for each child, shoes and 
groceries. Then on to the Popescu family where we presented them with the car 
filled with groceries. It will be a real help to them to transport young Adrian to his 
hospital appointments and they were overcome. Cathy and Jerry Cuthbert. 

http://www.facebook.com/BigginHillRomaniaGroup

