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We Need Your Storage!
We Need Your Unwanted Things!

We Need You!

What do we want? Quite a few things actually!
First of all, we have had a bit of a catastrophe! The Poole team have, for many years, been able to use storage
free of charge which has meant that they have been able to collect and store all kinds of goods including
clothes and furniture. But also, which has been very, very helpful, they have been able to collect boxes and
gradually fill them throughout the year ready for the Christmas delivery. This is no longer available to them
and so we will be unable to collect as much for the two shops, or furniture for families, or to prepare such a
large number of high quality Christmas shoeboxes. So can you help? Maybe an empty garage—if there is such
a thing! Please contact Lyn—details on the last page.
Secondly, Carmen desperately needs winter clothes for babies, children, teenagers and young adults. Plus
toys, Christmas decorations, household goods and knick-knacks (a very descriptive word don’t you think?)
Thirdly, as always, we need You! We need you to come to our fundraising events and have fun! To maybe
fundraise on your own - To perhaps even sponsor a child! It is the extra staff we employ as classroom assistants which makes such a major difference to the progress our pupils make. (Contact Annaliese—details on
page 6!) So not a lot really!
And when do we want it? NOW!! Well, as soon as you can please!
News News News -The Garden at the back of the Centre has been
given a makeover! For those of us who have gardens and maybe an
allotment, we know how much hard work it takes and how easily the
weeds can grow if the plants are growing too! We have been lucky
enough to be provided with a charitable grant to revamp the ground
at the back of the Centre. The Mayor of Comanesti sent staff and machinery to remove the top surface with all its stones and weeds and
to dig over the ground. Then the Centre staff were able to purchase
tools and plants and begin to reorganise the garden. Still, such a lot of
work to do with plans for food, raising chickens and creating a play
area for the children.
And so ongoing!!

The Rose Centre is still sitting there, waiting
patiently for the young women to arrive. Carmen, the manager, continues to raise money
selling goods in the town shop, to plan for the
opening, to complete the paperwork and to
work with the local organisations to find appropriate females to stay at the centre. However,
we are still waiting for the inspection of fire
regulation facilities which will give us the required licence so that we can move forward.
Doesn’t it look good?

But Also-

Carmen stands
proudly in front of
the new look town
shop! Looking impressive!

The old volunteers
room has been given a makeover, as
has the shower
room/toilet on the
landing, so that this can be available as a separate living accommodation for groups of
visitors. So if you are
interested, contact
us!!

Summer Activity Club—2016 A great
team spent a fantastic week working with
the pupils from the Robert Cole Centre
and the Foundations for Life, both inside
and outside. Crafty activities, cookery,
baking and games , to name a few!
Fancy that
next year?
Contact Lyn—
details on the
last page.

It is amazing how much fun you can have
while working with these young people. You
don’t have to be an artist: you don’t have to
be the winner of Bake Off: you don’t have to
be a teacher or a social worker! All you need
is to be enthusiastic, have a sense of fun, be in
possession of endless patience and have a really good, infectious laugh. Well, all that
helps!

AND there is always time
to deliver food and other
items for a family in need!
Can’t be bad!

Every
Picture Tells
a Story!

Sainsbury’s vouchers: Each year, when we shop in Sainsbury’s,
the cashier asks us if we are collecting their vouchers. As you
queue up to pay and nosily look to see what others are buying
(What’s with the pre-cooked and pre-packaged mashed potatoes!)
how many people accept the offer? Not as many as could by a
long way! So I would like to say a huge thank you to all those who
do bother, and then send them on to me. It really does produce
concrete result for us and our pupils. This year we collected 2147 and we were able to
get a 4-seat picnic table where children can eat, paint and draw. Reverse it and it becomes a double rocker. When
rocking, the eyes wobble! Yeah! So cool! And a super bouncer which is enjoyed for hours by our youngsters, particularly those with autism. So please keep on collecting and encourage others to join you. Lyn Jenkins
Wimborne St Giles: Mmh! Afternoon tea and
cake! Always a winner! -The weather favoured the
Poole team and kept the rain away for their annual serving of delicious cakes, sandwiches and teas
at Wimborne St Giles, Dorset in June. Members of
the public flocked to the Village Hall to sample the
delights served up by the team – many hands make light work, as helpers worked tirelessly in the kitchen preparing the food and drinks, while others washed/wiped up and
others served, waited on the tables and cleared away or ran the tombola. Thank you
to the many helpers who made the day a success. Lyn Jenkins
The second Casino night we have run was such fun! It
was held at Cherry Lodge Golf Club near Biggin Hill which was fantastic! The staff were
so accommodating in spite of our constant changes in plans! We had a buffet provided
and once again, our friendly DJ, Alan, played some great music. There were several
silent auction opportunities and three gaming tables—Baccarat, Roulette and Texas
Holdem. Unfortunately, there were not quite as many people there on this occasion
but that was a bonus in many ways because everyone had plenty of opportunities to
play at the tables. The punters were really up for it and had a great time—lots of
whooping and shrieks as people won and lost. Aleks and Martin were dressed accordingly and held their own running the Roulette—a good banter helping people to lay
even more bets! Of course, there was no real money staked but nevertheless, a great time was had by all! The silent auction dinner party and the cocktail party as a follow up to the evening were both won by the same group of friends and
subsequently both took place, again amidst lots of laughter! Obviously raisWho says raising funds is not FUN!
ing loadsa dosh! In Total, we raised almost £400 as a result of that night.

We Need You to sponsor a child !!–there are always children needing sponsorship at the RCC and the FFLC, especially at
the start of the year when there are changes to our register . As
time passes, people’s circumstances change and in the current
economic climate, some may be unable to continue with their
sponsorship. However, we still have a need for regular funds to
pay salaries and other support. If you are interested in sponsoring one of our youngsters, please contact our sponsorship secretary Annaliese at aml.budimir@gmail.com:

Take a look at the details of our Rock
Choir Concert, pass the word on and
get your tickets!

And Technology increases! In May, this year,
one of our staff, Cristina. applied on behalf of
the Association to a computer donation program "Asoclik in solidarity for education", developed at the national level. We were informed that we were one of the 85 winners
from 178 applications. And we received 10
reconditioned computers in September. Well
done Cristina!!

SATURDAY 5th
NOVEMBER 7.30pm

St Mark’s Church
Church Road Biggin Hill
Tickets £10 to include glass of wine/juice
and light refreshments (Students £5)
from 01959 576093 and 01959 700815.
Come along and hear the fantastic sound of
‘The Choir That Rocks!!’
Rock Choir Gigs, to mention just a few, include the NEC, Wembley
Stadium, The O2, and recordings made at Abbey Road Studios

In aid of Biggin Hill Romania Group Rose Centre
www.bigginhillromaniagroup.com

And so to local news updates- The family many of us know as ’The
Roof Family’ -Their (relatively) new house looks lovely
and the fact that they now have mains running water, a
hot water boiler, cooker, fridge and washing machine
must surely make life so very much better for them,
too. The internal walls have had a new coat of paint
and new laminated flooring has been laid in the hallway. A new front door has been
donated and installed (replacing the original one that had warped out of shape and didn't close). A concrete pathway from the road to the front door saves having to traipse through mud to get to the house and a terrace with
covered roof at the front of the property provides shade from the sun and protection from the wind and
rain. Crops in the garden are growing well and flowers either side of the pathway look lovely. The garden benchswing is out of this world! A group of volunteers through the Lions Club of Comanesti, and others, painted the new
fence at the bottom of the garden to protect it. However, the family are still struggling to cope with day to day life
and looking after so many children, making sure they have food, clothes and are able to get to school. Of the work
completed on this house some money was raised in England and more was given by local businesses—good to see
that local support for the charity is really growing! Adrian Woodroffe
And Finally, from our Chair—Sandra Dolan. Sandra visited the Centre for a few days in
September, so this news is hot from the press! We learnt about Elena when team 2 delivered shoeboxes to a school near Onesti last December. Elena was paralysed from the
waist down when sledging in the garden. She crashed into a tree and severely damaged her
spine. Yvonne and Sophie Harrison paid her a special visit at her home before they left and
were very moved by her predicament. When Yvonne spoke about the work of the BHRG at the Archbishop Tenison’s
School Carol Service, we received the £500 retiring collection. Yvonne requested that some of the money be used to
help Elena. Hence our visit. Elena is wheelchair bound but can go to a special school for the morning sessions. Her
mother goes with her and helps her at all times, so she had to give up her job. Their father has left home, is believed
to be living in Italy, and does not contact the family. Therefore, mother, grandmother, Elena and her brother live in
very poor conditions, dependant on state benefits. She needs a special corset urgently as her spine is beginning to
curve to one side. It would cost £250. It seems appropriate to use the money from the £500 collection raised by
Yvonne. With this support and following a daily exercise routine, Elena could actually walk again. Truly good news!!
Update on the fire licence: The local mayor of Comanesti, Mayor Miron is a great friend to the
BHRG and puts up with us regularly going to him to ask for more! He has agreed to the council
providing the money for the inspection and documentation for the whole building, which will
cost 10 000 euro! The man in charge of our case is a Mr Vali. The licence must apply to the whole
building, therefore would have been required for the RCC and FFLC in due course anyway. We
will have to provide the equipment required for the Rose Centre, ie a second stairway (probably
outside the building at the garage end), possibly a water tank, a window that opens on the staircase to let smoke out
and fire hydrants. Carmen will investigate costs. Mr Vali will send an inspector when there are some more buildings
to be seen in the area. The Mayor also agreed to include a request for refurbishments to The Centre within a grant
from the EU. This would include as well as the roof and exterior walls, the interior staircases, plumbing, solar panels
for hot water etc, a complete refurbishment. Mayor Miron is truly a good man. So much to say and so little space!
Don’t forget to take a look at our revamped Website (Thanks Jacquie for all your hard work!) and our Facebook page
(thanks Adrian!) http://www.facebook.com/BigginHillRomaniaGroup
Plus the so many others too numerous to mention! God Bless! Sandra
Contacts: - Sandra Dolan: sandra.dolan9@gmail.com

Lyn Jenkins: bhrg_info_poole@yahoo.co.uk

Adrian Woodroffe: comanesticontact@bigginhillromaniagroup.com
Caroline Budimir: cem.budimir@googlemail.com
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